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Buying a house is a pipe dream for many…. 
Cheshire East is one of the 5 out of 6 local authority areas where many working people simply unable to get on 
the housing ladder.  Across the country the ratio of average house prices and average earnings has doubled – 
that is to say that where an average house was 3x the average annual salary as recently as 1997 it is now over 
6x and in many cases much more. This combined with pay rises that are not keeping pace with inflation has led 
to the prospect of owning their own home being nothing more than a pipe dream for many people. 

Congleton MP Fiona Bruce is a big supporter of ‘Help To Buy’, the Government’s controversial scheme to give 
buyers a leg-up onto the first rung of the housing ladder, indeed she recently extolled the virtues of this policy 
in Parliament (Hansard, 2/9/14). However, ‘Help To Buy’ is missing the point, it merely enables people to buy 
houses that they wouldn’t otherwise be able to a�ord, potentially stretching them beyond their means and 
leading to toxic debts, remember those?  Perhaps most damagingly though and it has also been shown to 
inflate house prices, making houses more una�ordable in the longer term as a result.  Ultimately only the 
developers benefit and the Labour Party is committed to ending this damaging policy.  
    
So what is the answer? I would argue that we need to be addressing the supply side (as opposed to flu�ng the 
demand-side) and building more houses - this is the best way to reduce values and increase a�ordability in the 
long term.  Crucially, that means building the right type of houses in the right locations, homes that are really 
a�ordable to local people and located in sustainable places, on brownfield sites, well-connected and close to 
existing facilities. To do this we need robust local and national policies, proper funding and a clear vision from 
central Government, sadly at present we have none of these. 

The developer free-for-all presided over by Cheshire East Council, with house-builders simply cherry-picking the 
most profitable sites with a flagrant disregard for the views of the communities that will be adversely a�ected 
is merely a symptom of the overheated and under-regulated market as developers exploit the opportunity to 
stu� their pockets at our expense.  The e�ects of Cheshire East Council’s ineptitude coupled with the Tory-led 
Government’s destruction of the planning system, will be felt for generations. The urban sprawl will remain and 
built-on fields cannot be magically re-greened. However, despite what seems to be a surfeit of development, 
many young people across Cheshire still can only dream of being able to a�ord to buy their own home as these 
are built to make profit, not to meet need.  

For this reason we need to not only be building more homes to improve a�ordability but we also need to invest 
more in a�ordable rented homes.  By contrast, the Tories and Liberal Democrats have cut the budget for a�ord-
able homes by 60%, have overseen the lowest level of social home building in twenty years and the lowest 
overall house-building in peacetime since the 1920s. Over the past year the number of homes built for social 
rent fell to just 7,759 the lowest in twenty years and a fall of 75% from 2009/10. This is a real issue now but it 
is also storing up problems for the future.  

This is a subject very close to my heart, I have worked in this field for a number of years, in the public sector as 
well as advising developers and teaching architects and planners. If elected I will use all of this experience to 
fight against inappropriate development designed with only the bottom line in mind and fight for the right sort 
of homes, a�ordable homes in well-connected communities, built in the right places.
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